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Media’s role in the implementation of the UNSCR 1325

Side event in the margins of the 67th session of the Commission on the Status of Women
Moderated panel debate followed by Q&A session with audience (90 min)

Monday, March 6, 3.00-4.30 PM 
United Nations Headquarters, Room CR A, New York 

The UNSCR 1325 on Women, Peace and Security, concluding that there can be no sustainable peace if women are not fully involved in all spheres of conflict resolution and peace building was instrumental for the women’s movement in putting conflict-related gender-based violence on the peace agenda as well as putting women around the negotiation table. However, it has in large left out an essential instrument for women’s participation and influence in the peace process – the news media. 
Media’s power lies in its responsibility as fourth estate, its ability to influence political agendas and challenge social norms. When the media seeks out voices of women and girls in communities that rarely get to participate in the public debate, it can contribute to that their stories are considered in the peace process and peace to be more inclusive and sustainable. 
Reliable and impartial information is essential in effectively addressing global threats to peace and security, including armed conflicts. Verified, unbiased information contributes to the protection of civilians, relief and recovery of survivors, and accountability for perpetrators of conflict-related violence. Free and independent media is an essential component of peaceful and resilient societies.
Still, according to the Global Media Monitoring Project, only 31 percent of the journalists reporting on politics and government globally and only 14 percent of the news subject in news on peace building are women. What effect does that have on our understanding of the causes and consequences of conflict and peace processes?
International Media Support (IMS) has together with news media and women’s civil society organisations worked since 2018 in exploring and enhancing the role of the media in the implementation of UNSCR 1325 and the wider Women, Peace and Security Agenda in Colombia, Myanmar and Syria. Women social leaders and peace builders from various communities throughout the country have been given space to narrate their own stories, with their own words, in national and regional media. With their stories, they have contributed to shedding light on women’s tireless struggles in the armed conflicts in Myanmar and Syria and to Colombia’s ambitious and commemorable efforts to achieve a feminist total peace. 

Greece prioritizes gender-equal representation, participation and leadership as a cross-cutting issue, which guides its national policy, whether domestic or foreign. In implementing its first National Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security, Greece (to be adopted shortly) seeks to strengthen meaningful cooperation with all relevant stakeholders at all levels, in order to advance the crucial role of women in peace processes.

The National Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security of Greece provides for raising the awareness of journalists and employees in the media on issues of gender, sexual and domestic violence, substantial gender equality and human rights. Special emphasis is put on the gender dimension of safety of journalists from violations and insults against freedom of the press, in accordance with UN GA Resolution A/RES/76/ on the safety of journalists and the issue of impunity in which Greece, as co-chair the Group of Friends for the Protection of Journalists, plays a fundamental role for its submission and promotion.

This side event to the 67th session of the Commission on the Status of Women will be co-organized by the Governments of Colombia and Greece, and IMS (International Media Support). It will  explore the potentials of the news media to making a peace process inclusive and sustainable.  

The target group of the planned panel debate is government and civil society representatives involved in developing or implementing action plans on UNSCR 1325, media representatives active in conflict reporting, women journalists and media activists and women human rights defenders interested in working with the media.    

The specific objective of the proposed event is to discuss and explore the different ways that the media can play in the implementation of UNSCR 1325, advancing the Women, Peace and Security Agenda and increase the political participation of women from marginalized or excluded groups. 

Agenda
1. Opening remarks and introduction of panellists
· Arlene B. Tickner, Deputy Permanent Representative of Colombia to the United Nations (Moderator)

2. Panel
· Ms. Kalypso Goula, Secretary General for Gender Equality, Demography and Family, Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs of Greece
· Malin Palm, Gender Advisor, International Media Support (IMS)
· Laura Gil, Vice-minister for Multilateral Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Colombia
· Cindy A. Morales Castillo, General Editor Colombia+20, El Espectador

3. Q & A with attendees

4. Closing remarks
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